
TC 310 Syllabus: Summer 2007

Basic Telecommunication Policy: TC 310-101

Department of Telecommunication, Information Studies and Media
Michigan State University
Summer Session I, 2007

106 Bessey Hall
 MTWR 12:40-2:30pm

Instructor:
Benjamin Johnson
Email: john2429@msu.edu Phone: 517.230.1272 (mobile)
Office Hours: 428 CAS, M&W 11:00am-12:00pm, or by appointment

Course Description:
"Policy in information, telecommunication, and media in the United States and abroad."
Credits: 4 Prerequisites: TC 100, TC 200, and TC 201

Required Reading:
• Carter, T.B., Dee, J.L., & Zuckman, H.L. (2006). Mass Communications Law in a 

Nutshell. West Group. [“Carter” in schedule]
• Miller, R. & Davis, M.H. (2000). Intellectual Property: Patents, Trademarks, and 

Copyright in a Nutshell. West Group. [“Miller” in schedule]
• Handouts, as assigned

Supplemental Reading:
These texts are available from MSU Libraries, or may be purchased and shared by 
groups.  These materials are the first place you should turn for reference on topics, after 
the required textbooks.  The 1999 Huber text is especially authoritative.  The del.icio.us 
account is a collection of reference websites and news items regarding policies or cases. 
Students are encouraged to contribute items or tags, and may log in with the password 
provided in class.

• Huber, P.W., Thorne, J., & Kellogg, M.K. (1999). Federal Telecommunications 
Law. Aspen Publishers.

• Huber, P.W. (2007). Federal Telecommunications Law, 2007 Supplement. Aspen 
Publishers.

• Kang, J. (2005). Communication Law and Policy: Cases and Materials. 
Foundation Press.

• Nuechterlein, J.E. & Weiser, P.J. (2007). Digital Crossroads: American 
Telecommunications Policy in the Internet Age, New ed. The MIT Press.

• http://del.icio.us/msu_tc310

Course Expectations:
• The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the fundamentals of information, 

telecommunication, and media regulation and policies.  This knowledge is a 
necessary part of your education as an information worker, insuring that you are 
literate in the legal foundations of media and understand their implications.
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• This course is largely U.S.-centric, but attention will be given to international 
policies in various areas, as well as general differences between U.S. and 
international policies.

• This class will require substantial amounts of out of class work: reading assigned 
texts and supplemental material, searching for information online, collaborating 
on group presentations, and writing a term paper.  Expect to spend time on the 
material between every class session.

• You are expected to have read, prior to class, the assigned material for each date.
• Attendance and participation is an important part of your grade.  Arrival after 

12:50 or early departure will result in point deductions.  Up to two absences or 
departures may be excused, at the discretion of the instructor.

• Cell phones and similar devices should be turned off at all times.  Offending 
students will be asked to turn off their device or leave.  Laptops are permitted for 
the purpose of taking notes.

• Extenuating circumstances may permit individual rescheduling of in-class quizzes 
or group presentations, at the discretion of the instructor.  Term papers not 
submitted by 2:30pm on June 28 will receive a 0.

Schedule:
Week 1
M, May 14

Course introduction and expectations
Why law matters to you
How to analyze policy

T, May 15
U.S. Constitution
U.S. and international law
The rationale for and origins of telecommunication regulation
(Required Reading: Handout)

W, May 16
The FCC
Other institutions
(Required Reading: Carter, pp. 459-481)
[23 pages]

R, May 17
Discussion of group presentations and term paper

Week 2
M, May 21 

Radio Act of 1927
Communications Act of 1934
Telecommunications Act of 1996
(Required Reading: Handout)

T, May 22
No Class: Work on group presentation topics

W, May 23
Telephony I: 
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The Bell system and the 1984 divesture
(Required Reading: Handout)

 R, May 24
Telephony II: 

RBOCs, ILECs, & CLECs
The rise of the mobile
The return of AT&T 

(Required Reading: Handout)
*Topics for first set of presentations due*

Week 3
No Class on Memorial Day
T, May 29

Quiz I 
Trends in regulation and deregulation

W, May 30
Cable television: From community antenna to franchise reform
Spectrum management and the transition to HD
(Required Reading: Carter, pp. 584-629, 634-639, 482-487)
[58 pages]

R, May 31
Presentations from groups 1, 2, & 3
*Topics for second set of presentations due*

Week 4
M, June 4

The digital divide: Broadband rollout, Wi-Fi, and more
(Required Reading: Handout)

T, June 5
Ownership, mergers, and antitrust
(Required Reading: Carter, pp. 508-520)
[13 pages]

W, June 6
Quiz II
International telecommunication policy

R, June 7
Presentations from groups 4, 5, & 6
*Topics for third set of presentations due*

Week 5
M, June 11

Intellectual property I:
Origins 
Copyrights, trademarks, patents, and trade secrets

(Required Reading: Miller, pp. 10-19, 157-163, 285-306, 321-322)
[40 pages]
*Term paper topics due*

T, June 12
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Intellectual property II:
Copyright 1976-Present
Term extensions
International agreements
File sharing, DRM, and beyond

(Required Reading: Miller, pp. 323-346, 354-371, 391-394, 399-406, 430-434) 
[59 pages]

W, June 13
Internet governance and network neutrality
(Required Reading: Carter, pp. 640-674)
[35 pages]

R, June 14
Presentations from groups 1, 2, & 3
*Topics for fourth set of presentations due*

Week 6
M, June 18

Quiz III 
Challenges to the First Amendment:

Obscenity, indecency, and censorship
Content ratings
Slander and libel

(Required Reading: Carter, pp. 1-8, 26-29, 45-46, 57-59, 188-201, 556-565, 
640-657)
[59 pages]

T, June 19
Regulation of commercialism and advertising
Political speech
(Required Reading: Carter, pp. 422-438, 449-451, 525-533, 574-583)
[39 pages]

W, June 20
Privacy, security, freedom of information, and surveillance
(Required Reading: Carter, pp. 122-135, 229-235, 288-302, 657-661)
[30 pages]

R, June 21
Presentations from groups 4, 5, & 6

Week 7
M, June 25

Loose ends
Term paper workshop

T, June 26
Quiz review session

W, June 27
Quiz IV

R, June 28
Submit term papers & return Quiz IV
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Grade Composition: Total
Attendance 10% 10%
Class participation 20% 20%
4 Quizzes 10% each 40%
2 Group presentations 10% each 20%
Term paper 10% 10%  

100%
Final Grade:
4.0: 90% +
3.5: 85% - 89%
3.0: 80% - 84%
2.5: 75% - 79%
2.0: 70% - 74%

Academic Honesty:
Article 2.3.3 of the Academic Freedom Report states: "The student shares with the 
faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and 
professional standards." In addition, the department adheres to the policies on academic 
honesty as specified in General Student Regulations 1.0, Protection of Scholarship and 
Grades; the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades; and Ordinance 
17.00, Examinations.  (See Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource Guide and/or 
the MSU Web site: www.msu.edu).  Therefore, unless authorized by your instructor, you 
are expected to complete all course assignments, including homework, lab work, quizzes, 
tests and exams, without assistance from any source. You are expected to develop 
original work for this course; therefore, you may not submit course work you completed 
for another course to satisfy the requirements for this course.  Also, you are not 
authorized to use the www.allmsu.com Web site to complete any course work in TC 310. 
Students who violate MSU academic integrity rules may receive a penalty grade, 
including a failing grade on the assignment or in the course.  Contact your instructor if 
you are unsure about the appropriateness of your course work.  (See also 
http://www.msu.edu/unit/ombud/dishonestyFAQ.html)

Academic dishonesty at Michigan State University is defined by the General Student 
Regulations as conduct that violates the fundamental principles of truth, honesty, and 
integrity. The following conduct is specifically cited: 

• Supplying or using work or answers that are not one's own.
• Providing or accepting assistance with completing assignments or examinations.
• Interfering through any means with another's academic work.
• Faking data or results.

For this course, you are expected to work collaboratively on group presentations. 
Beyond that, you may not employ assistance from others on assignments.  Under no 
circumstances should you represent the work of others as your own or use any materials 
while taking quizzes.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
Students with disabilities should contact the Resource Center for Persons with 
Disabilities to establish reasonable accommodations.  For an appointment with a 
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disability specialist, call 353-9642, 355-1293 (TTY), or visit MyProfile.rcpd.msu.edu.

Drops and Adds:
The last day to add this course is the end of the first week of classes. The last day to drop 
this course with a 100 percent refund and no grade reported is May 24, 2007. The last day 
to drop this course with no refund and no grade reported is June 6, 2007. You should 
immediately make a copy of your amended schedule to verify you have added or dropped 
this course.  Students whose names do not appear on the official class list for this course 
may not attend this class. Students who fail to attend by the fourth class session may be 
dropped from the course.

Class Participation:
Students will be expected to be familiar with assigned readings, and will constantly be 
expected to participate in discussion.  View our class as a part of the ongoing dialogue 
regarding media policy, and let your voice be heard.  Also, making an effort to find 
additional ideas, examples, and arguments by reading supplemental materials will help 
you earn full points for participation.

Quizzes:
Each 30-minute quiz will consist of true/false, multiple choice, and short answer 
questions.  Topics will come from assigned readings, group presentations, and in-class 
discussion.  Quizzes will be given at the beginning of designated class sessions, and will 
last until 1:20.  If you finish early, please remain in your seat or take a break outside; do 
not disturb others still working.

Group Presentations:
Students will be assigned to a group for the duration of the semester.  Each group will 
provide 2 presentations, which must be 10 to 20 minutes in length and utilize a visual 
aide (PowerPoint, handouts, poster, etc.).  A question and answer period will follow each 
presentation.  Topics are to be chosen by the groups, should be relevant, and must be 
approved by the instructor at least a week in advance in order to receive full credit.

Term Paper:
Each student is to write a term paper over the course of the semester.  Topics should be 
submitted for approval by June 11.  Papers should be 5 to 15 pages in length, written in 
APA or MLA style, and include an abstract or executive summary.  Term papers not 
submitted by 2:30pm on June 28 will receive a 0.  See the above section on Academic 
Honesty, and please see the instructor if you have any questions regarding appropriate 
topics or the mechanics of writing the paper.
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